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(7) the percentage of freshmen attending

public and private 4-year institutions from
families whose income is below the national
median has fallen since 1981.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume that within the discretionary al-
location provided to the Committee on Ap-
propriations, the funding for the maximum
Pell Grant award should be at or above the
level requested by the President.
SEC. 326. SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING

COMPREHENSIVE PUBLIC EDU-
CATION REFORM.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) Recent scientific evidence demonstrates
that enhancing children’s physical, social,
emotional, and intellectual development be-
fore the age of 6 results in tremendous bene-
fits throughout life.

(2) Successful schools are led by well-
trained, highly qualified principals, but
many principals do not get the training in
management skills that the principals need
to ensure their school provides an excellent
education for every child.

(3) Good teachers are a crucial catalyst to
quality education, but 1 in 4 new teachers do
not meet State certification requirements;
each year more than 50,000 underprepared
teachers enter the classroom; and 12 percent
of new teachers have had no teacher training
at all.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume that the Federal Government
should support State and local educational
agencies engaged in comprehensive reform of
their public education system and that any
public education reform should include at
least the following principles:

(1) Every child should begin school ready
to learn.

(2) Training and development for principals
and teachers should be a priority.
SEC. 327. SENSE OF THE SENATE ON PROVIDING

ADEQUATE FUNDING FOR UNITED
STATES INTERNATIONAL LEADER-
SHIP.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—
(1) United States international leadership

is essential to maintaining security and
peace for all Americans;

(2) such leadership depends on effective di-
plomacy as well as a strong military;

(3) effective diplomacy requires adequate
resources both for operations and security of
United States embassies and for inter-
national programs;

(4) in addition to building peace, pros-
perity, and democracy around the world, pro-
grams in the International Affairs (150) budg-
et serve United States interests by ensuring
better jobs and a higher standard of living,
promoting the health of our citizens and pre-
serving our natural environment, and pro-
tecting the rights and safety of those who
travel or do business overseas;

(5) real spending for International Affairs
has declined more than 40 percent since the
mid-1980’s, at the same time that major new
challenges and opportunities have arisen
from the disintegration of the Soviet Union
and the worldwide trends toward democracy
and free markets;

(6) current ceilings on discretionary spend-
ing will impose severe additional cuts in
funding for International Affairs;

(7) improved security for United States
diplomatic missions and personnel will place
further strain on the International Affairs
budget absent significant additional re-
sources;

(8) the United States cannot reduce efforts
to safeguard nuclear materials in the former
Soviet States or shortchange initiatives
aimed at maintaining stability on the Ko-

rean peninsula, where 37,000 United States
forces are deployed. We cannot reduce sup-
port for peace in the Middle East or in
Northern Ireland or in the Balkans. We can-
not stop fighting terror or simply surrender
to the spread of HIV/AIDS. We must con-
tinue to support all of these things, which
are difficult to achieve without adequate and
realistic funding levels; and

(9) the President’s request for funds for fis-
cal year 2001 would adequately finance our
International Affairs programs without de-
tracting from our defense and domestic
needs. It would help keep America pros-
perous and secure. It would enable us to le-
verage the contributions of allies and friends
on behalf of democracy and peace. It would
allow us to protect the interests of Ameri-
cans who travel, study, or do business over-
seas. It would do all these things and more
for about 1 penny of every dollar the Federal
Government spends.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume that additional budgetary re-
sources should be identified for function 150
to enable successful United States inter-
national leadership.
SEC. 328. SENSE OF THE SENATE CONCERNING

THE HIV/AIDS CRISIS.
(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds the fol-

lowing:
(1) More than 16,000,000 people have been

killed by Acquired Immune Deficiency Syn-
drome (AIDS) since the epidemic began.

(2) 14,000,000 Africans have died as a result
of the AIDS epidemic. Eighty-four percent of
the worldwide deaths from AIDS have oc-
curred in sub-Saharan Africa.

(3) Each day, AIDS kills 5,500 Africans, and
infects 11,000 more.

(4) By the end of 2000, 10,400,000 children in
sub-Saharan Africa will have lost one or
both parents, to AIDS.

(5) Over 85 percent of the world’s HIV-posi-
tive children live in Africa.

(6) Fewer than 5 percent of those living
with AIDS in Africa have access to even the
most basic care.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that—

(1) the functional totals underlying this
resolution on the budget assume that Con-
gress has recognized the catastrophic effects
of the HIV/AIDS epidemic, particularly in
Sub-Saharan Africa, and seeks to maximize
the effectiveness of the United States’ efforts
to combat the disease through any necessary
authorization or appropriations;

(2) Congress should strengthen ongoing
programs which address education and pre-
vention, testing, the care of AIDS orphans,
and improving home and community-based
care options for those living with AIDS; and

(3) Congress should seek additional or new
tools to combat the epidemic, including ini-
tiatives to encourage vaccine development
and programs aimed at preventing mother-
to-child transmission of the disease.
SEC. 329. SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING

TRIBAL COLLEGES.
(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds the fol-

lowing:
(1) More than 26,500 students from 250

tribes nationwide attend tribal colleges. The
colleges serve students of all ages, many of
whom are moving from welfare to work. The
vast majority of tribal college students are
first-generation college students.

(2) While annual appropriations for tribal
colleges have increased modestly in recent
years, core operation funding levels are still
about half of the $6,000 per Indian student
level authorized by the Tribally Controlled
College or University Act.

(3) Although tribal colleges received a
$3,000,000 increase in funding in fiscal year

2000, because of rising student populations
and other factors, these institutions may
face an actual per-student decrease in fund-
ing over fiscal year 1999.

(4) Per-student funding for tribal colleges
is roughly half the amount given to main-
stream community colleges.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume that—

(1) the Senate recognizes the funding dif-
ficulties faced by tribal colleges and assumes
that priority consideration will be provided
to them through funding for the Tribally
Controlled College and University Act, the
1994 Land Grant Institutions, and title III of
the Higher Education Act; and

(2) such priority consideration reflects
Congress’ intent to continue work toward
current statutory Federal funding goals for
the tribal colleges.

f

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Special
Committee on Aging be permitted to
meet on April 3, 2000, from 1 p.m.–4
p.m. in Dirksen 562 for the purpose of
conducting a hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

JOHN K. RAFFERTY HAMILTON
POST OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of
Calendar No. 474, H.R. 1374.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A bill (H.R. 1374) to designate the United

States Post Office Building located at 680
U.S. Highway 130 in Hamilton, New Jersey,
as the ‘‘John K. Rafferty Hamilton Post Of-
fice Building.’’

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and that any statements relating
to the bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 1374) was read a third
time and passed.
f

JOSEPH ILETO POST OFFICE

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of
Calendar No. 475, H.R. 3189.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A bill (H.R. 3189) to designate the United

States Post Office located at 14071 Peyton
Drive in Chino Hills, California, as the ‘‘Jo-
seph Ileto Post Office.’’

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
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